
SPECIAL/REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL 

October 24, 2016 
 
The special meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor, John Mohr, in the 
City Council Chambers at Lexington City Hall.  
 
Business Builders Ongoing City Advertising Discussions:  Continued discussions regarding a second video 
for advertising.  Council would like Business Builders to take clips of the city’s current video and condense 
them to a shorter video to be shown at movie theaters in Bloomington-Normal.  Motion by Alderman Miller and 
second by Alderman Stover to focus video efforts on a 30 second ad to be used as a movie theater ad or for TV.  
This video will use the footage that has already been taken by Business Builders; they will just condense the 
footage into a 30 second ad.  This will come from the budget already allotted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Alderman Johansen asked that the ad in the Home Finder of the Pantagraph begin in November so it can start to 
highlight Christmas on the Prairie. 
  
The regular meeting of the Lexington City Council was then called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Mohr. 
  
Roll call was taken to find the following physically present: Alderman Miller, Alderman Johansen, Alderman 
Meyer, Alderman Richard, Alderman Cole and Alderman Stover.  Members of the staff and public present 
were: Melanie Kunkel, Erica Kaiping, Don Cavallini, Dave Belvery, Beth Barkes, Stephanie Stover and Cody 
Ketelsen.   
 
It was moved by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Meyer to approve the minutes from the October 
10, 2016 council meeting. Motion carries unanimously. 
 
It was moved by Alderman Stover and seconded by Alderman Richard to approve the treasurer’s report and pay 
bills in the amount of $244,512.25.  This amount includes the semi-annual EPA loan payment as well as the 
payment for the garbage contract.  Motion carries unanimously.  
 
Public Input:  None 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business:   

 

Tax Exempt Status of the City Owned Property:  Mayor did some research on the city owned properties to 
make sure they are all tax exempt.  The old Wooden Hare building, now being occupied by the not for profit 
Food Pantry, will need to be re-classified as tax exempt.  Mayor sent the paperwork to the city attorney to 
change the status of that building to tax exempt. 
 
Park District Water Bill Relief:  In the past the council has provided some relief to the park district in the 
form of a one-time credit every summer for the filling of the community pools.    Board members, Stephanie 
Stover and Beth Barkes, estimated that a credit equal to 80,000 gallons of water was given to the park district 
every summer until sometime between 2012 and 2014.  It is unknown why this credit was discontinued by the 
city.  Last year the park board asked for and received a credit from the city in the form of a waived payment.  
Stephanie assured the council that there are many new park board members and that the park board is working 
hard to control their expenditures.  Stephanie noted that the current outstanding water bill balance for the park 
district is $9,050.82.  Alderman Cole noted that he had heard that there has been a leak in the big pool for many 
years.  Stephanie disagreed and noted that to their knowledge there are no leaks in either pool.  She had Star 
research the balance and break out how much of the bill was attributed to each pool.  Star’s findings were that 



$4,386.03 is for the L shaped pool and $4,664.79 is for the big pool.  Stephanie attributes the high bill to a high 
volume of usage this summer together with naturally occurring evaporation.  Mayor noted that by his 
calculations the cost would be $600 to fill an 80,000 gallon pool so he is suspicious that there is a leak of some 
sort.  Mayor is hesitant to make an annual contract of forgiving the bill every summer as the money is taken 
directly out of the water fund reserves and those monies will be used to repay the water treatment plant loan.  
Motion by Alderman Johansen and second by Alderman Miller to provide a one-time credit for $1,000 for the 
park district’s water bill for this year.  Alderman Richard asked Stephanie to come back during the city’s budget 
workshop so that council members can better plan for future credits.  Beth Barkes asked council members to 
recall why the original yearly credit was discontinued? Council members speculated but there was no real 
reason agreed upon.   Motion carried unanimously. 
Professional Service Agreement with Burbach Aquatics:  Alderman Stover noted that a focus group has 
been meeting to discuss building a community pool and recreation center.  The group consists of members of 
the community, the school, the park, the Jaycees and the city council.  He noted that there is a growing need for 
space for youth athletic programs with possible space for weight lifting facilities and sports enhancement.  
Alderman Stover is asking the council to consider sponsoring a feasibility study by Burbach Aquatics in the 
amount of $2,100.  Alderman Meyer noted that the contract states incidentals will also be paid and he would 
like to see the council put a $1,500 cap on the incidentals and would also like to see the park and the school 
contribute to get this project going.  Alderman Johansen is fine with the $2,100 but feels there should be a cap 
of $500 for the incidentals listed in the agreement.  Alderman Stover recommends paying for this feasibility 
study under purchase services TIF 44.44.189.  Mayor noted that this expenditure could also come out of 
accounts 44.44.150 or 44.44.160.  Motion by Alderman Stover and second by Alderman Meyer to approve the 
Professional Service Agreement with Burbach Aquatics in the amount of $2,100 with a cap of $500 for 
reimbursables.  The fee will come out of purchase service account 44.44.189.  Alderman Richard noted that if 
the discussion goes further than the feasibility study, it is imperative that the park and the school contribute 
financially.  Stephanie Stover noted that the park district’s contribution is providing the land so there will be no 
land acquisition costs.  She also noted that this facility would benefit residents of all ages as there would be 
programs for children as well as senior citizens.   Motion carried unanimously. 
FY17 Property Tax Levy Ordinance:  Mayor noted that he used the same template he’s used for years but this 
time he increased the property tax levy by $4,500.  Tax rate is down 1.1%.  In the past 12 years the EAV has 
increased on average 3.5% a year.  Since 2005 the EAV has steadily increased and the tax rate has stayed pretty 
even.  Mayor recommends levying $4,500 in new money with no increase to the tax rate.  Motion by Alderman 
Stover and second by Alderman Johansen to approve Ordinance 2016-10 a Property Tax Levy in the amount of 
$171,096.63.  Motion carried unanimously.  Since 2000, the city’s share of the property tax bill has gone down 
20%. 
FY17 Bond Levy Abatement Ordinance:  In addition to the Levy, this ordinance must go to the county clerk 
asking her not to levy money against the general obligation bonds.  Motion by Alderman Stover and second by 
Alderman Meyer to approve Ordinance 2016-11 An Ordinance Abating the Tax Hereto Levied for the Year 
2016 to Pay the Principal of and Interest on General Obligation Bonds Series 2013 of the City of Lexington, 
Illinois.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Creation of City Welcome Packages:  There is a resident who has expressed interest in putting together some 
welcome packages for new residents.  Alderman Johansen will contact her to get the ball rolling.  
Holiday Light Replacement:  Alderman Johansen met with the city employees regarding Christmas 
decorations.  They noted that the snowflakes are nearing the end of their lifespan and need to be replaced.  He is 
recommending replacing half this year at a cost of $3,000. Motion by Alderman Johansen and second by 
Alderman Cole to spend up to $3,000 on holiday light replacement with the money coming out of account 
22.22.167.  Motion carries unanimously. 
 

Committee Reports: 

Mayor:  With the Chicago Cubs being in the World Series, Mayor was asked to extend hours for drinking at 
local establishments to 1:00am.  Motion by Alderman Richard and second by Alderman Stover to allow 



extended hours on October 30th to 1:00am for Class A liquor licensed establishments to accommodate Game 5 
of the World Series.  Motion carried with a vote of 5 yes, 1 Cardinal fan abstained.  
Police:  Coffee with a Cop was a successful event as was the prescription drug collection program.  January 17th 
will be the next Fraud and Scam Prevention Seminar at the senior citizens luncheon. 
Building/Insurance:   Alderman Richard will be meeting with the health insurance and liability insurance 
representative and asked that these items be added to the next meeting. 
Finance/TIF:  Alderman Stover asked that TIF grant requests be added to the next meeting.  He met with the 
manager of the Community Center and asked her to attend a future council meeting to discuss some of their 
financial needs that are not being met.  He would like to have a discussion on what the city can do to help them. 
Water:  Lightening ruined the pump on well #7.  They are looking into costs for replacement.  Mayor asked 
Mike to look into pumps on wells that are not used that could be moved over to replace this one.  There was a 
major water leak discovered off Babette.   Construction on the water treatment plant building is well underway. 
Sanitation:  Art teacher, Emma Long, applied for/received a grant to redo the billboards on old Route 66 for 
$800.  Alderman Johansen also noted that Anderson’s corner is off the market for his friend.  His friend’s offer 
of $44,000 was not accepted.  Alderman Johansen also noticed that the city pays over $300 a year for the 
Pantagraph.  He called and they are crediting the city thru the end of December 2017 and then the yearly 
subscription will cost the city $100. 
Streets/Alleys:  None 

There being no further business, it was moved by Alderman Richard and seconded by Alderman Miller to 
adjourn at 9:40 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
      
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Melanie Kunkel, City Clerk 
Approved: 11/14/2016 


