
REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL 

August 8, 2016 
 
The regular meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor, 
John Mohr, in the City Council Chambers at Lexington City Hall.   
 
Roll call was taken to find the following physically present: Alderman Miller, Alderman Cole, 
Alderman Johansen, Alderman Meyer, Alderman Richard and Alderman Stover.  Members of 
the staff and public present were: Melanie Kunkel, Katie Adams, Walker Adams, David Belvery, 
John Boehle and Don Cavallini.  
 
It was moved by Alderman Meyer and seconded by Alderman Miller to approve the minutes 
from the July 25, 2016 council meeting with a change to the date at the top from July 26 to July 
25. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
It was moved by Alderman Stover and seconded by Alderman Cole to approve the treasurer’s 
report and pay bills in the amount of $46,586.86. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Public Input:  None 
 

Old Business:   
 
Revised Solicitation Ordinance:  Motion by Alderman Johansen and second by Alderman 
Miller to approve Ordinance 2016-6, a revision to the city’s solicitation code.  Mayor noted that 
he did speak with city attorney, Mike Tibbs, who noted that there are some constitutional rights 
that the city will have to be careful not to offend.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
New Business:   

 

Eagle Scout Project:  John (Jack) Boehle presented his owl box Eagle Scout project to council 
members asking for permission to install the boxes along old Route 66.  He is planning a bake 
sale fundraiser at the grain elevator in the fall and will call on 4H and the CPC program out of 
Chenoa for volunteers on constructing the boxes.  Alderman Meyer recommended that Jack look 
into locations away from Route 66 as he thought maybe the owls would be more inclined to 
inhabit the boxes in a quieter location.  Motion by Alderman Miller and second by Alderman 
Johansen to support Jack’s request to place owl boxes along old Route 66.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  Mayor told Jack to attend the Route 66 Bikeway Committee meeting in 
September to ask their permission as well.   Alderman Cole suggested that the council make a 
donation to help Jack with his project.  Jack noted that his plan is to build three boxes at a cost of 
roughly $60 per box.  Motion by Alderman Meyer and second by Alderman Cole to have the city 
sponsor an owl box at the cost of up to $60. Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Carnival Ride Addition:  Alderman Johansen sent an email to council members regarding the 
carnival company adding a bumper car ride to their list for an additional $1,000.  Alderman 
Johansen noted that many residents asked about bumper cars during this summer’s carnival and 
he feels adding it to the list of rides for next year will be well received.  Motion by Alderman 



Johansen and second by Alderman Miller to approve the addition of the bumper car ride to the 
carnival contract at an additional cost of $1,000.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Council Representative on Route 66 Bikeway Committee:  Mayor noted that Alderman 
Phelps used to attend the committee meetings and is asking a council member to attend the 
committee meetings as a representative of the council.  Council members will take some time to 
consider the request. 
 
Boardwalk Concept:  Mayor noted that the owner of Daffodil Lane and Christo’s Café are 
interested in a boardwalk behind their building as a better area for their business patrons to park 
and have access to their stores.  In addition, due to a water main change, all of the concrete has 
been removed from the back of Christo’s Café.  Christopher Phelps is asking for a decision from 
the council regarding the boardwalk.  If the council is not interested in pursuing the boardwalk, 
then Christopher will replace the concrete.  Alderman Johansen would like to see the council 
wait until the next fiscal year when the cost for this project can be budgeted.  Alderman Richard 
noted that the idea should be discussed with all the unit owners in the building to see what their 
interest is.  Mayor is going to reach out to the unit owner’s to garner interest.  
 

Committee Reports: 

 

Mayor:  Mayor received some letters from organizations asking for donations and is asking the 
council for their opinion.  One was from the local booster club and one from the EDC.  Council 
noted that it was previously discussed to discontinue using taxpayer money for these types of 
donations.  Mayor completed the loan application paperwork for the EPA.  The city has been 
approved for a loan in the amount of $4.9 million; enough to build the water treatment plant.  
The loan is a 20 year loan at 1.86% interest.  The city also pursued and received an A+ credit 
rating by Standard and Poor’s.  Mayor spoke to Mike Tibbs regarding the vehicle repairs on 
Alderman Johansen’s personal vehicle.  He recommended paying it and keeping good 
documentation as to what the money was used for.  Mayor explained an opportunity to the 
council to possibly purchase some farmland at farmland prices for future housing development.  
He asked for the council’s consideration and input.  Mayor feels it may be good to hold onto 
some land for future growth. 
Police:  Monthly activity reports have been distributed to council members.  Alderman Meyer 
would like to get employee contract discussions going.  The Chief noted that Governor Rauner 
signed a bill decriminalizing marijuana offenses for 10 grams and under.  He recommends 
making changes to the city’s ordinance to stop the impounding of vehicles on possessions of 10 
grams or less.  He would also like to revise the ordinance pertaining to grass clipping litter in the 
streets.  Mayor would also like the council to visit changing the way leaves are handled in the 
fall via borrowing a street vacuum. 
Building/Insurance:   Alderman Richard checked into leasing vehicles in the event there is an 
immediate need.  Mayor noted that Carlock is interested in purchasing the city’s old dump truck 
when we are ready to get something else.   
Finance/TIF:  Alderman Stover thanked the Chief for getting Group Tool to clean up the back 
of their building. 
Water:  None. 



Sanitation:  Alderman Johansen asked the council to consider what they want to do about 
ground cover for the vacant lots on Cedar and Parkway now instead of waiting for them to be 
overrun with weeds.  This item will be on the next agenda.  
Streets/Alleys:  Alderman Miller spoke with a gentleman who may possibly be interested in 
opening a restaurant in Lexington. 
 

There being no further business, it was moved by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman 
Johansen to adjourn at 8:56 p.m.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
      
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
       Melanie Kunkel, City Clerk 
Approved: 8/22/2016 


