
SPECIAL/REGULAR MEETING OF THE LEXINGTON CITY COUNCIL 

November 14, 2016 

 

The special meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 6:30 pm by Mayor 

Mohr.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The first portion of the meeting was dedicated to 

ongoing activities with Business Builders 

Business Builders Advertising Discussion:  Erica Kaiping, Business Builder’s representative, is 

working on dates to schedule the Pantagraph Home Finder advertisement to achieve the best 

exposure to City.  The ad will be finalized and Council will be able to review the 1st draft.  A 

contract was executed with Screen Vision to broadcast the City’s 30 second promotion video.  

The advertisement will run for 10 weeks, starting Thanksgiving Day or next day.  We did 

experience some difficulties working with Screen Vision from a contract execution basis.  Mayor 

felt like we were under pressure to meet the Thanksgiving placement deadlines and so made the 

decision to run the 1st version of the video and update it to be less institutional with more people 

images.  Alderman Meyer asked about the cost of adding StarPlex to the theaters playing the ad?   

There is a second video included in the current Business Builder contract.  Where would we like 

to go next? Alderman Meyer suggests creating a 60 second video to compliment the 30 second 

one.  Alderman Miller suggests capturing some video from City sponsored events.  According to 

Erica Kaiping, we can create something to compliment the current video or create a different 

script altogether.  Alderman Johansen suggests highlighting our special events including the 

Carnival, Red Carpet Corridor, and Christmas on the Prairie.  Mayor suggested that Business 

Builders contact Jeff Daw, a local photographer, to coordinate available video and still 

photography.  Alderman Cole suggested we promote the new water plant. Erica Kaiping said that 

Star Torkelson has an email list for press release distribution for announcements like that.  

Alderman Johansen suggested a video highlighting how far the City has come from since the 

50’s, 60’s, 70’s and what the future holds, the City moving forward.  See “Growing Up in 

Lexington” Facebook page for more historical content.  Alderman Miller further suggested 

highlighting accomplishments of the school like the volleyball team and PARC testing results. 

Maybe we should work in the tax rate information and sales tax and utility tax testimonials.  

Erica Kaiping said she will begin to try to mash up all of the comments suggested and asked that 

we think about who could do the testimonials.  

Don asked about the $200 invoice for Picture Yourself in Lexington being paid to Pontiac. 

Mayor thought that was banner ads being placed by Star Torkelson. These will be discontinued 

in favor of the Screen Vision promotion.  Erica Kaiping asked the Council to think of our 

priorities for the remainder of the contract.   

Alderman Meyer asked about creating a display for the home show in February/March. He 

further asked Business Builders to look into the cost of being an exhibitor at the home show.  

Erica Kaiping reminded everyone that trade/exhibit shows require someone to attend, and even 

create a promotional item for more effect.  Alderman Meyer suggested a promotional refrigerator 

magnet featuring businesses.  Mayor suggests that we have reached the budget for purchasing 



advertising placements and promotional items for this fiscal year.  Alderman Meyer suggested 

creating the pieces that can be used during local events.  Alderman Cole asked about building a 

want ad to attract hotels, restaurants and other businesses to the City.  In other contract business, 

Erica Kaiping met with Star Torkelson to discuss merging the City Events Facebook page with 

the City of Lexington, IL Facebook page. This transition will begin January. 

The regular meeting of the Lexington City Council was called to order at 7:39 by Mayor Mohr.  

Alderman Richard physically joined the meeting at this time.  The following were physically 

present: Alderman Miller, Alderman Johansen, Alderman Meyer, Alderman Richard, Alderman 

Cole and Alderman Stover.  Clerk Kunkel did not attend the meeting and the minutes were 

captured by Alderman Meyer. 

Mayor recapped Business Builders meeting discussions with all present.  Highlights include 30 

second video ready to run at several theaters from Thanksgiving through Holidays. The 

Pantagraph Home Market ads will also begin to run soon on select Fridays for 12 months. 

The minutes from the October 24 meeting were not available at this time. 

It was moved by Alderman Stover and seconded by Alderman Miller to approve the Treasurer’s 

Report and pay bills in the amount of $46,422.69. Alderman Johansen commented that Dan 

McDaniel’s bill included more than the usual mowing charges because he seeded two City-

owned vacant parcels. Motion was approved. Vote was: Miller-Yes, Johansen-Yes, Cole-Yes, 

Richard-Yes, Meyer-Yes, and Stover-Yes  

Public Input:  None 

Old Business:  None 

Turkey Potluck Dinner for Seniors:  It was moved by Alderman Miller and seconded by 

Alderman Cole to approve of up to $450 for the cost of the Senior Citizen Turkey Dinner.  No 

additional discussion. Motion approved. Vote was:  Miller-Yes, Johansen-Yes, Cole-Yes, 

Richard-Yes, Meyer-Yes, and Stover-Yes 

TIF Grant Consideration:  Alderman Stover led discussion about the TIF Improvement Grant 

Program.  He believes the New Development Grant Program is acceptable as it currently exists. 

There was some discussion about what state law allows as TIF eligible expenses.  This question 

needs to be reviewed.  Items discussed related to the “Improvement Grant Program” were: 1.) 

Should there be any cap on dollar amount of the grant? Consensus was that no cap be imposed 

but each application be evaluated on its merits.  2.) What percentage of the grant should the 

owner match? A range of 25 to 50% was discussed but needs further consideration.  3.) A list of 

legally allowed TIF Eligible Expenses should be included in our application documents.  4.) 

Changes to the administrative procedures.  The consensus was to establish an annual budget 

amount for TIF Improvement Grants, allow ongoing submission of applications within the 

budget amount.  5.) Frequency of applications.  The program currently limits applications to one 

time per building or parcel or business or not more often than 1 time every 36 months.  The 

Council recommended eliminating this requirement for now.  6.)  Loan forgiveness option.  

Consensus was to allow for a TIF Improvement loan option with a principle forgiveness option.  



7.) Discussed carrying over old applications without reapplication into the next budget cycle.  

And, 8.)  Discussed the need for a “sponsor”, for each application, such as the Mayor, an 

Alderman, or a Committee Chairman.  It was suggested that these ideas be incorporated into a 

new document and shared for a future resolution/decision.  

Thrift Avenue shop has submitted an application for the TIF Improvement Grant Program 

requesting $1185.30 for a handicap accessibility ramp. Motion by Alderman Cole, seconded by 

Alderman Miller to reimburse 50% of the costs submitted and paid from budget line 44.44.160. 

Motion approved. Vote was:  Miller-Yes, Johansen-Yes, Cole-Yes, Richard-Yes, Meyer-Yes, 

and Stover-Yes 

City Employee Health Insurance Renewal:  Committee Chair Alderman Richard reported that 

it was recommended that we stay one more year with the current plans and not move because the 

election results may impact health care plans.  While rates went down 12% last year, it is 

expected that rates will be up 23% next year. The City’s health care aggregate reserve amounts 

continue to grow and that reserve might be used to offset the higher costs. Alderman Richard 

moved and Alderman Cole seconded to continue current employee insurance benefits at present 

level with increased premium costs covered by the aggregate reserve insurance fund.  Motion 

approved. Vote was:  Miller-Yes, Johansen-Yes, Cole-Yes, Richard-Yes, Meyer-Yes, and 

Stover-Yes 

City Liability Insurance Renewal:  Alderman Richard reported that with the review now 

finished coverage for building values has been raised to 60% to more accurately reflect their 

value.  Previous coverage was for approximately 40% of the value.  There was some confusion 

as to whether the total costs proposed by Dimond Bros. included Worker Comp and Liability, so 

Alderman Richard will investigate and this insurance decision will be presented at the next 

Council meeting. 

New Business: 

Waiver of Sewer and Water Connection Fees for Lot 83 in North Park:  Josh Martin has 

requested a waiver of sewer and water tap-on fees for lot 83 in North Park Subdivision.  This is 

for a parcel containing 3 lots which Martin has recently purchased.  He intends to sell the one 

vacant lot for new home construction.  The waiver would be an incentive to a prospective buyer.  

The original plat needs to be reviewed to determine specific parcels involved.  Alderman 

Johansen moved and Alderman Cole seconded to postpone this fee waiver request until 

documentation of second parcel PIN number is created. Motion approved. Vote was:  Miller-

Yes, Johansen-Yes, Cole-Yes, Richard-Yes, Meyer-Yes, and Stover-Yes 

Well #7 Replacement Pump:  Alderman Johansen moved and Alderman Cole seconded to 

approve up to $5700 paid from budget line 88.42.151 to purchase Well #7 Replacement Pump. 

Motion approved. Vote was:  Miller-Yes, Johansen-Yes, Cole-Yes, Richard-Yes, Meyer-Yes, 

and Stover-Yes 

EFT Payment option for utility bills:  Mayor Mohr shared that in the past there were 

significant fees associated with allowing EFT Payment for utility bills.  Commerce Bank has 



offered to provide this service at no cost. Alderman Meyer moved and Alderman Miller 

seconded to allow the Treasurer and Collector to pursue the setup of this EFT payment system as 

long as there is no charge to the city or the customer. Motion approved. Vote was:  Miller-Yes, 

Johansen-Yes, Cole-Yes, Richard-Yes, Meyer-Yes, and Stover-Yes 

Committee Reports: 

Mayor’s Report:  Mediacom has been contacted and they have interest in setting up Trail Ridge 

service.  It was reported that some parts of Meadow Ridge also need service. Has received a call 

back from Wirtz and they are working on a list of TIF eligible expenses relative to the TIF 

Redevelopment Agreement and hope to follow up with that soon.  

Police:  Monthly statistics are in Council packet, Ford Crown Victoria has brake and camera 

problems and we are awaiting the costs on the camera.  Brakes are scheduled for repair. 

Bldg. and Insurance:  None 

Finance/TIF:  None 

Water:  Building and walls are going up at the new water treatment plant.  Mayor has reviewed 

with engineer the first pay request and overall project bids and they are within expectations.  

IEPA loan payment for the project may be as much as $200,000 per year.  

Sanitation:  Alderman Johansen inquired about temporary water shutoffs that have been 

requested and associated billing while accounts are suspended.  May want to include a minimum 

to cover static overhead expenses for sewer surcharges and garbage costs. He has traveled to 

Normal and looked at leaf vacuum machines to consider to eliminate leaf burning. Spencer 

announced that he will be running for Mayor so his Council seat will be open as well as the two 

others.  

Street/Alley:  Tree removal at Groth’s house and around town by public works staff and Dan 

McDaniel has saved the City thousands of dollars compared to hiring a tree removal contractor.  

Some service interruption with a power outage caused.  

Motion to adjourn by Alderman Miller with a second by Alderman Johansen.  Motion carried 

unanimous by voice vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

       Alderman Don Meyer 

 

Approved 11/28/2016 


